
   Granite State Geologist 
                                       The Newsletter of the Geological Society of New Hampshire 
                                       Fall  2005      Issue No.50                                                       www.gsnhonline.org
 
GSNH______________ 
Officers 
 

President –Mike Robinette 
Gilmanton, New Hampshire 

 
   Vice President-GS – position open 

 
Vice President –PG – Tim Stone 

StoneHill Environmental 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

 
Secretary – Chip Crocetti 

Sanborn, Head & Associates 
Concord, New Hampshire 

 
Treasurer – Suzanne Wall 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 
 

Past-President – Lee Wilder 
Colby-Sawyer College 

New London, New Hampshire 
 

Members-at-Large 
 

Richard Moore  
US Geological Survey 

Pembroke, New Hampshire 
 

Ralph Wickson 
NHDES Waste Management Division 

Concord, New Hampshire 
 

Membership  
Doug Allen 

Haley & Aldrich, Inc. 
Manchester, New Hampshire 

dallen@HaleyAldrich.com 
 

Website   
gsnhonline.org 

Julie Spencer 
ENSR International 

Westford, Massachusetts 
jspencer@ensr.com 

 

Newsletter   
Position open 

 
 

 

 
Presidents’ Message 
Mike Robinette 
 
It is with great regret that the GSNH must bid a fond farewell to two of our more 
productive members, each leaving to respond to a medical challenge.  Tania Coffin, 
educator from Keene State, is directing her considerable talents to addressing issues 
associated with her husband's cerebral hemorrhage and must leave her position of our 
newsletter editor-in-chief. Her organizational skills and talents for editing will be greatly 
missed as well as her connections with a certain Thai restaurant in downtown Keene. 
 
Dave Wyman, VP GSNH, BuoyTech, is returning to Mass General Hospital to receive 
surgical and radiation treatment for cancer. Dave is a great resource for meeting 
planning and speaker selection. The man is a walking who's who in NE geology. He has 
also coordinated our dinner meetings at the Cat and Fiddle in Concord and Alan's in 
Boscowan.  If you've enjoyed the food and speakers, you have Dave to thank.   
 
Each of these individuals is a 
wonderfull example of how 
a little bit of effort on one's 
part can result in a great 
contribution to our earth 
science professions. Thank 
you, Tania and Dave for 
your contributions to the 
society.  We wish you the 
best and hope you will 
return to us soon. 
 
 

2005 GSNH Summer 
Field Trip 
 
The 2005 GSNH Summer 
Fieldtrip went well!  Some 40 or so participated throughout the weekend and 
experienced a new look at an area originally mapped by Billings, an interesting 
interpretation, and, heretofore unseen outcrops.  Wow!  Weather Friday and 
Saturday was spectacular...thank you someone.  The latter part of Sunday 
morning's Part 2 was a little wet...but all held in there.  Suzanne's talk went very 
well Friday evening and to date we have had no reports of BBQ food poisoning.  
A definite success!  A special thank you to Doug Rankin for leading a fantastic 
FT.  A Hearty thank you to all the busy Board members who organized the 
weekend….and to Betsy Wilder (default Board member) for a delicious 
barbeque.   
 

Please note! 
 

GSNH has a new venue for the 
October 13, 2005 Dinner Meeting 

to be held at: 
 

Alan’s Restaurant, Boscawen, 
NH 

(6 miles north of Concord on 
Route 3). 
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NHGS Groundwater Level Monitoring for June through August 2005 
NH Geologic Survey 
 
Groundwater level measurements for June 2005 were collected by NHGS staff member Genevieve Al-Egaily on 
June 22nd - June 24th.  The statewide average showed a 0.06 foot decrease in groundwater levels from last 
month. The monitoring well in New London showed the greatest change with an increase of 2.42 feet.  
The statewide average water levels are up 1.11 feet when compared to June 2004. Increases were seen in all of 
the wells except for the Deerfield well, which showed a slight decease of 0.06 feet.  
 
Groundwater level measurements for July 2005 were collected by NHGS staff member Genevieve Al-Egaily on 
July 25th - July 27th.  The statewide average showed a 0.92 foot decrease in groundwater levels from last month. 
The monitoring wells in New London and Enfield showed the greatest changes with decreases of 3.67 feet and 
2.79 feet respectively.  The statewide average water levels are up 0.56 feet when compared to July 2004.  The 
greatest increase was at the New London well, which had a 1.57 foot increase from last year. All of the other 
wells showed increases except for the Lee well, which showed a slight decease of 0.04 feet.  
 
Groundwater level measurements for August 2005 were collected by NHGS staff member Genevieve Al-Egaily 
on August 24th - 26th.  The statewide average showed a 0.76 foot decrease in groundwater levels from last 
month.  The monitoring wells in New London and Enfield showed the greatest changes with decreases of 2.10 
and 1.95 feet respectively.  The statewide average water levels are up 0.05 feet when compared to August 2004. 
 
 
GSNH Outreach 
 
GSNH has three successful outreach programs, the School Speaker’s Program, the Lincoln R. Page Professional 
Development Fund, and the Classroom Enhancement Grant.  Please help spread the word about GSNH’s 
outreach programs by talking with the teachers in your local school district! These programs are funded with the 
proceeds from mineral raffles at GSNH meetings and other contributions, as well as GSNH Membership Dues.  
Thank you for your continued support!  Our outreach programs are described below: 
 
School Speaker's Program  
Interested members of the Society can volunteer to make Earth Science presentations in schools. A list of these 
volunteers with a brief description of the presentation they would be willing to make, is provided to teachers 
across the state, who must then make the contact and arrangements with the volunteer.  
 
Lincoln R. Page Professional Development Fund 
This fund, named in honor of Lincoln R. Page, will reimburse award winners up to $300 for expenses related to 
their continuing education in the earth sciences. Go to www.gsnhonline.org for more information on the fund and 
the application requirements and the life of Lincoln R. Page. 
 
Classroom Enhancement Grant 
Teachers across the state of New Hampshire are invited to submit proposals for a grant of funds (up to $300) to 
support the purchase of earth-science related teaching materials (equipment or supplies) for use in the classroom. 
Go to www.gsnhonline.org for more information on the grant and the application requirements. 
 
 

News from GSM 
 
If you would like to catch up on news from the Geological Society of Maine, the June 2005 Newsletter is now on 
their website...check it out at:  http://gsmmaine.org/newsletters.htm .   
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AGI Announces Earth Science Week Theme and New National Contests for 2005  
 
ALEXANDRIA, VA - The American Geological Institute (AGI) announces the theme for Earth Science Week 
2005: “Geoscientists Explore the Earth.” Focusing on the wide variety of careers available in the geosciences and 
the contributions geoscientists make to society, this theme will raise awareness among students and the public of 
the exciting opportunities to work in the field. Earth Science Week takes place October 9-15, 2005.  Earth 
Science Week 2005 will mark the eighth year that AGI has sponsored this international event as a service to the 
public and the geoscience community. Each year, local geoscience organizations, educators and interested 
individuals organize events to celebrate Earth Science Week. The week was developed to give the public new 
opportunities to discover the Earth sciences and stewardship of the Earth, as well as highlight the important 
contributions the earth and environmental sciences make to society. Earth Science Week is supported by the U.S. 
Geological Survey. To learn more about this event, visit www.earthsciweek.org.  
 
In the United States, special events for Earth Science Week will include three national contests, hosted by AGI. 
The contests encourage students and the public to become involved in Earth Science Week by submitting 
artwork, an essay or a photograph. Entries must be received by October 1, 2005. A grand prize winner in each 
category will win $300 and a one-year subscription to Geotimes, AGI's monthly news magazine for the Earth 
sciences.  The contests include: 
 
Visual Arts: Students in grades K-5 are eligible to compete in the Visual Arts Contest. They should make a 
drawing, collage or other 2-dimensional piece of artwork that illustrates the theme "Earth Jobs." Students should 
depict themselves as geoscientists, engaged in a career they might like to have in the Earth sciences. The artwork 
should also show some of the scientific tools that would be used in the chosen career. Submissions should be flat 
and no larger than 24 x 36 inches.  
 
Essay: Students in grades 5-8 are encouraged to compete in the Essay Contest. Submissions should answer the 
question: “What kind of geoscientist would you like to be, and why?” Essays should be fewer than 500 words in 
length and should be based on student research about a particular career in the Earth sciences. Students might 
imagine themselves as geoscientists, explaining the reasons they are interested in their chosen careers.  
 
Photography: The Photography Contest is open to the general public. Submissions should illustrate the theme 
“Extreme Earth Science” by showing an exciting Earth science subject or geoscientists in an amazing location or 
situation. Examples might include (but are not limited to) geology field trips to exotic locations, unique 
geological samples, or photos that capture the breathtaking beauty of the Earth. The goal is to create pictorial 
evidence of why Earth science is an exciting field to study. Photographs of children under age 18 must be 
accompanied by a parental consent form that can be found on www.earthsciweek.org/contests. Submissions can 
include print or digital photographs.  

 
More information on the Earth Science Week contests, including rules and 
submission guidelines, can be found at 
http://www.earthsciweek.org/contests.  The American Geological Institute is 
a nonprofit federation of 43 scientific and professional associations that 
represents more than 120,000 geologists, geophysicists, and other Earth 
scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to 
geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interest in the profession, plays a 
major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase 
public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society's use of the 
resources and interaction with the environment. More information about AGI 
can be found at http://www.agiweb.org/. The Institute also provides a public 
outreach site at http://www.earthscienceworld.org/.  
 
 
GSNH Summer Fieldtrip – “Grill Master:  Lee Wilder”,Photo:  Tim Allen 
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Stepping Stones Across New Hampshire:  A Geological Story of the Belknap 
Mountains 
By Jay Long,  Trail Maps by Dave Roberts 
 
Press release:  This is a story of a small group of mountains; many would 
snub them as no more than mere hills. The intent is to present the evolution 
of this mountain cluster, the Belknap Mountains in central New Hampshire, 
and of those rocks that preceded them.  Here is an interpretation of the 
origin of these rocks and the forces that formed the Belknaps. Mt. Major, 
adjacent to Alton Bay, is one of the most climbed peaks in New Hampshire, 
especially popular with school groups of all ages. This book is a key to the 
geologic history as well as a guide to the trails. With text, photographs, and 
sketches, Jay Long explains the complex circumstances that produced what 
some consider the widest diversity of igneous rocks in New Hampshire. 
With Dave Roberts’ maps, this book provides the hiker and the student with 
an appreciation for a unique part of New Hampshire.  
 
Praise for Stepping Stones Across New Hampshire: 
 
Complicated Geology made easier...As a New Hampshire native, geologist, outdoorsman and educator, this is a 
wonderful geology book.  A very interesting format, allowing the layperson to understand what is "under their 
feet."  The book has great photos, accompanied by a readable text.  Great maps...making it easy for the hiker to 
find and understand the many different rocks and varied geology displayed in the Belknap Mountains of New 
Hampshire.  
Lee Wilder, Adjunct Professor of Earth-Space Science, Colby Sawyer College, Outreach Director for the NH 
Geological Survey ,Past President Geological Society of New Hampshire and the NH Science 
TeachersAssociation,  
 
Stepping Stones creates great footprints on the hearts of educators – a truly wonderful resource.  
Lawrence Ballentine, Alton Central School, Grade 8 Team Leader 
 
Laboriously researched…a complete view of the mountains…a major work. 
Peter Minnich, Kingswood High School, Wolfeboro, NH, literacy specialist and hiker 
 
The author does an excellent job of sharing his passion for intimate places and gives hikers and educators a tool 
for going to the locations described in the book. If I was going to lead a day hike on a section of trail (covered in 
Stepping Stones) I would certainly be able to pull off an introductory level examination of the types of rocks 
there.  The chapter on weathering and erosion is very straightforward and the illustrations and concise definitions 
are very user friendly. This is one of the parts that I will try and incorporate into some things I am doing in the 
classroom next year. 
Darron Laughland, Kennet High School, Conway, NH, teacher and avid hiker 
 
About the Author and Map Maker: 
Jay Long has hiked the Belknaps for over twenty years, beginning when there were few marked trails. He is a 
registered engineer and land surveyor and has a Ph.D. in engineering geology. Dave Roberts is a retired teacher 
and administrator in local schools. He has hiked the Belknaps for over thirty years and in the last decade has 
marked and mapped trails throughout the range. 
 
Media inquiries please contact: Deidre Randall, Blueline Publicity & Peter E. Randall Publisher LLC.   Phone: 
(603) 205-0552, (603) 431-5667, FAX: (603) 431-3566, E-mail: deidre@perpublisher.com 
Web Sites: www.deidrerandall.com — www.perpublisher.com 
Distribution: Enfield Publishing & Distribution, P.O. Box 699, Enfield, New Hampshire 03748 
Tel: (603) 632-7377, Fax: (603) 632-5611 — www.enfieldbooks.com 
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GSNH Summer Fieldtrip – “Powerline Slog:  We survived 
a Doug Rankin Fieldtrip” 
Photo:  Tim Allen 
 
 
Upcoming Mount Washington Observatory 
EduTrips 
 
Several of the EduTrips for the 2005-2006 academic year 
are to be run by GSNH members.  Those that are not 
running the trips may find the sampling below to be of 
interest: 
 

January 12-13 (Thursday-Friday) A Special Mount Washington EduTrip for New Hampshire Teachers. Lee 
Wilder, of the New Hampshire Science Teachers Association, will lead this trip, which will introduce 
participants to several Earth Science topics for which Mount Washington is such an important natural laboratory. 
These topics will include meteorology, geology, astronomy and climatology. Teachers will learn several 
lab/classroom activities for use in their classes. This experience will qualify for up to 16 staff development 
hours. Please contact the Observatory for additional information about this special trip. Observatory Member rate 
$439/ Non-Member rate $479 
 
January 14-15 (Saturday-Sunday) Implications of Global Climate Change. The earth's climate has often changed, 
but how do we know the details? Join scientists Michelle Day and Kim McCracken in this exploration of an 
increasingly important topic. What evidence do we have of past alterations in our planet's climate? What can we 
learn about possible climate change today - and its causes? What are the hints of past changes to regional and 
global ecosystems that can help us understand the implications for our future? Observatory Member rate $439/ 
Non-Member rate $479 
 
January 21-22 (Saturday-Sunday) Global Climate Change: A View from the Rockpile. Join geologists Mark Van 
Baalen, of Harvard University, and Tim Allen, of Keene State College, in this investigation of the interplay 
between geology and climate. Current climate fluctuations are relatively small compared to those of the past. The 
White Mountain landscape records a subtle, occasionally violent, geologic history, culminating in a period of 
extensive glaciation. What can the study of glaciers, including the glacial history of the White Mountains, tell us 
about changes in the earth's climate through geologic time? Observatory Member rate $439/ Non-Member rate 
$479 
 
March 18-19 (Saturday-Sunday) The Glacial Landscape: Then and Now. Join geologist and former Observatory 
researcher Michelle Day on this trip devoted to glaciers and their impact. We’ll consider how ice sheets and local 
glaciers shaped the Presidential Range - and how the Antarctic ice sheet today is an evolving force, harboring 
clues of the past and provoking questions about the future. Michelle will share also her reflections on living and 
working in the Antarctic and the similarities and differences to life and work on Mount Washington. Observatory 
Member rate $439/ Non-Member rate $479 
 
April 1-2 (Saturday-Sunday) Glacial Geology of the Presidential Range. Thom Davis of Bentley College, will 
serve as leader for this trip, which will investigate the impact that glaciers, both continental and alpine, had on the 
White Mountain landscape. Learn what glacial features we can visit today, and discover how the study of today's 
glaciers elsewhere on earth gives us hints about the glaciers that once covered northern New Hampshire. 
Observatory Member rate $439/ Non-Member rate $479 
 
More information on these trips and the complete listing for 2005-2006 can be found at 
http://www.mountwashington.org/education/edutrips/index.php  . 
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97th Annual New England Intercollegiate Geological Conference, Fall 2005 
 
Tony Philpotts and Brian Skinner invite everyone to attend the 97th New England Intercollegiate Geological 
Conference (NEIGC). This year NEIGC will be hosted by Yale University’s Department of Geology and 
Geophysics. The dates of the Conference are Friday September 30, Saturday and Sunday, October 1 and 2, 2005. 
 
Information on titles of the 16 trips, trip leaders, brief descriptions of each trip, and dates of the trips are listed at 
the website: http://www.geology.yale.edu/neigc. Details of registration can also be found on the website. If you 
have specific questions, please address them by email to Mabel.Peterson@yale.edu. Mabel is this year’s Program 
Coordinator. 
 
Organized social functions will be held on the Yale campus. Yale’s Department of Geology and Geophysics 
looks forward to hosting the traditional social gathering in the Kline Geology Laboratory from 6.00 to 9.00 p.m, 
on the evening of Friday, September 30. Because extensive changes have occurred in the complex made up by 
the Peabody Museum, Kline Geology Laboratory, and the new Environmental Science Building, there will be 
brief tours of the research facilities and collections at the time of the social for interested parties. 
The traditional NEIGC dinner gathering will be on the evening of Saturday, October 1 and will be held in the 
dinosaur hall of the Peabody Museum. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting and ask that you be sure to register ahead of time so that we know 
how many participants there will be on each trip.  The leaders can be reached as follows:  Tony Philpotts, email: 
philpotts@charter.net, and, Brian Skinner, email: brian.skinner@yale.edu 
 

 
  
 

“GSNH Assembly Line” mailing newsletter 
and 2005 directory at the June Board of 
Directors Meeting at Toad Hall on the 
Contoocook River! 
Photo:  Lee Wilder 

 
 

Wanted!  Part-Time help for the following positions: 
 

GS Vice President:  attends quarterly Board meetings (these are fun!), supervises coordination of three Dinner 
speakers, a representative of the non-PG interests of GSNH. 

 
Newsletter Editor:  attends quarterly Board meetings, coordinates quarterly newsletter (edits, arranges 

reproduction, etc., about 8 hours total every quarter).  Email submissions mean you cut, paste and reformat 
rather than type! 
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Rock and Mineral Talk Boxes 
 
Does a phone call from the local Girl Scout troop leader strike fear in your heart?  Respond with equanimity; Lee 
Wilder (GSNH Past-President) has assembled two “Talk Boxes” containing NH rocks and minerals to make it 
even easier to give a geological presentation.   
 
The Mineral Talk Box has all you need to give an interesting, hands-on presentation and includes 20 interesting 
common minerals.  The box contains posters, activities, nice hand specimens, specimens for use with the 
participants, as well as background information to help the presenter feel "comfortable" with the material. 
 
The Rock Talk Box has all you need to give an interesting, hands-on presentation on the three rock types.  This 
box contains 20 interesting rock samples, with an emphasis on NH Bedrock samples, where appropriate.  The 
box also contains posters, activities, nice hand specimens, specimens for use with the participants, as well as 
background information to help the presenter feel "comfortable" with the material. 
 
Both of the Talk Boxes are located at the office of the NH State Geologist, at NH DES, in Concord, NH.  To 
schedule the use of one of them, contact Lee Wilder at 603-271-1976, or geology@des.state.nh.us . 
 
 
Old Man on cover of Environmental and Engineering Geoscience 
 
Brian Fowler’s article titled Stability and Collapse; Old Man of the Mountains, Franconia Notch, New 
Hampshire made the cover of the February 2005 issue of Environmental and Engineering Geoscience (E & 
EG).  For those of you who are Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) members, go to 
http://eeg.geoscienceworld.org/  and follow the links to E & EG and read the article online.  For those of you 
who are not members, Brian and the editors of E & EG have given us permission to reprint the article in the 
Granite State Geologist.  We thank them!  The article is reproduced in this issue of Granite State Geologist.  
 
 
                                    
 
GSNH Summer 
Fieldtrip - Gale River 
Section 
Photo:  Tim Allen 
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Geological Society of New Hampshire 
 
 
 

Annual Meeting 2005 
 

Speaker: Sam Bowring 
Department of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary Sciences 

 Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 

Topic:  “Animal Evolution and Climate Change:  Proterozoic 
Evidence of a Frozen Earth” 

 
 
 

When:  Thursday, October 13, 2005 
 

*****Where:  Alan's Restaurant***** 
Boscawen, NH (6 mi north of Concord on Rte 3) 

 
6:00 pm Social Hour 

7:00 pm Annual Meeting/Dinner 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
GSNH Annual Meeting, Thursday October 13, 2005    
Dinner will be a buffet. 
 
Reservations:  ______members @ $20.00  _____ non-members @ $22.00 (in advance) 

 Half-price for students (must show student ID card) 
 Reservations will be taken until Monday afternoon, October 10, 2005 
 **There will be a $2.00 surcharge for those paying at the door without reservations** 

 
Make checks payable to:  Geological Society of New Hampshire 
Mail to:  Suzanne Wall, 63 Durso Ave.  Lawrence, MA  01843 
Email: wall-porter@comcast.net  for information 
 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone and/or Email:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Half the cost of the dinner may be tax-deductible as a business expense. 
 
The lecture part of the program counts as 1.5 hours of CEU contact hour credit. 
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Geological Society of NH 
PMB 133, 26 South Main Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember! 
 

• Granite State Geologist submission deadlines 
(March 1, June 1, September 1, December 1) 

 
• NEIGC September 30-October 2, 2005 

www.neigc.org 
 

• GSNH Annual Meeting and Dinner 
October 13, 2005 

 
NOTE New Location! 

Alan’s Restaurant, Boscawen, NH 
(6 miles north of Concord on route 3) 

 
• Earth Science Week 

October 9-15, 2005 
 

• Capital Gem and Mineral Show 
October 8-9, 2005, Sunapee State Park 
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Stability and Collapse, Old Man of the Mountains,
Franconia Notch, New Hampshire

BRIAN K. FOWLER

North American Reserve, 67 Water Street, Suite 207, Laconia, NH 03246-3300

Key Terms: Old Man of the Mountains, Rock
Mechanics, Rock Mass Stability, Geologic Landmark

ABSTRACT

On May 3, 2003, the Old Man of the Mountains
natural rock profile collapsed, resulting in the un-
fortunate loss of the official emblem of the state of New
Hampshire. A systematic reconnaissance of its stability
had been performed in 1976 by the New Hampshire
Highway Department as part of the environmental
impact statement for Interstate 93. This reconnais-
sance estimated the Profile’s in-place stability and its
capacity to withstand blasting vibration from below.
The work showed that 1) the dead weight of the Pro-
file’s blocks cantilevered at their combined point of
bearing created a delicate stability; 2) the Profile from
the nose up was relatively more stable than from the
upper lip and chin down; 3) the Profile was subject to
toppling collapse if natural processes or dynamic stress
disturbed it; and 4) blasting could take place beneath it
if no vibration in excess of those in the ambient natural
environment was allowed to reach the rock mass.
Careful blast monitoring during construction of In-
terstate 93 between 1985 and 1986 showed this vibra-
tion objectivewas achieved.Most recently, estimates of
the mechanism and cause of the Profile’s collapse sug-
gest it was a progressive toppling failure initiated by
a sudden loss of intact compressive strength in the
granite immediately beneath the point of bearing of the
cantilevered chin. The granite’s intact strength had
been naturally compromised over time by kaoliniza-
tion decomposition and freeze–thaw degradation.

INTRODUCTION

On May 3, 2003, the Old Man of the Mountains
natural rock profile (the Profile; Figures 1 and 2 and
Table 1) collapsed and fell about 250 m (825 ft) onto the
talus slope along and about 270 m (900 ft) above
Interstate 93 (I-93) in Franconia Notch, 120 km (75 mi)
north of the state capital of Concord (for contemporary
photographs, see Reed, 2003; Wunsch and Fowler,
2004). The collapse resulted in the loss of a famous
geologic landmark and the official emblem of the state of

New Hampshire. This natural event brought to a close an
often sublime, nearly 200-year relationship between the
people of New England and the Old Man, a relationship
characterized by remarkable human effort to understand
how it formed, the mechanism of its stability, ways to
secure and preserve it, and how to embrace the
humanistic and philosophical significance of its natural,
but utterly human, profile (e.g. Hawthorne, ca. 1840).
This article summarizes the results of the various geo-
technical activities that have taken place on the Profile
over the past 198 years, with particular attention to those
of the past 28 (Schile, 1975; Fowler, 1982; Fowler,
1997). Table 2 provides a convenient historical summary
readers are encouraged to review before proceeding
further (from Fowler, 1997).

As shown in Table 2, for more than 100 years and up
to the mid-1970s, these geotechnical activities were
undertaken by private individuals relying on limited,
mostly personal resources or by fiscally limited govern-
mental initiatives. In the mid-1970s, this changed when
greater but indirect funding became available through
public works projects located near the Profile (e.g., I-93).
But over the years, no substantial funding was ever
provided for the study of the Profile’s stability or long-
term security. Remarkably, it was feared by those in
position to appropriate such funding that field implemen-
tation of preservative schemes developed by such studies
might themselves endanger the delicate security of the
important landmark. As a result, no formal or systemat-
ically rigorous geomechanical study of this complex rock
mass was ever made. As so often true with case histories
like this, the observations, conclusions, and recommen-
dations reported have been constrained by the nature of
study permitted by available funding.

Geologic Structure and Mechanics of Stability

In 1976, at the request of the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, the New Hampshire Highway Department
(now the NHDOT) directed the author (then an employee)
to conduct a systematic reconnaissance of the structural
geology and basic rock mechanics of the Profile. The work
was conducted in conjunction with the preparation of the
draft environmental impact statement (EIS) for I-93 and its
various alternatives through Franconia Notch, between
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Lincoln and Franconia, NH. It was prompted by general
concern about the possible effects that the several design
and construction alternatives for the highway might have
on the well-known landmark, the overall stability of which
had been a matter of considerable concern during the
planning process. The purpose of the reconnaissance was
to measure and document, for the first time, the actual
dimensions and structural relationships among the blocks

comprising the Profile; to make a systematic estimate of
their composite stability; to estimate ways in which
dynamic stress, such as that from construction blasting,
might affect the rock mass; and to make recommendations
for the security of the Profile during the proposed
construction below. The 10 weeks of summer field and
office workwere carried out by geologists and engineers of
the NHDOT who were also experienced rock climbers.

Most earlier work on the profile concentrated on the
stability of the partially separated, obviously unstable
forehead block and the smaller blocks on its surface
(Table 2: 1916 and 1958). However, nothing had been
done regarding the blocks underneath, which were critical
to the stability and security of the Profile. Work by Schile
(1975) suggested for the first time that the state of static
stress in the rock mass as a unit, and in these lower blocks
in particular, might be delicate and that detailed di-
mensional and spatial information was needed for more
complete analysis. The work described here started where
Schile’s work left off and resulted in a rudimentary but,
as events would show, fairly accurate description of the
mechanism and state of stability of the Profile.

The Profile and each of the uniquely shaped blocks
comprising it were formed by fortuitous weathering and
selective breakage along five discrete sets of structural
features (joints, fractures, and a shear zone) in its rock
mass. Figures 2–5 and Table 3, respectively, illustrate and
identify these features. Set 1 included all of the joints in
sub-horizontal planes that cut through the rock mass and
that were selectively fractured on their easterly edges to
form the Profile view (Figure 2). Set 2 included the sub-
vertical joints along which breakage had occurred to
create the cliff face south of the Profile, while Set 3
included the sub-vertical joints along which the cliff was
formed north of the Profile (Figure 3).

Set 4, which included only one joint, was located such
that it represented the likely cut-off joint on the easterly
side of the blocks making up the Profile. Set 5, again
containing only one joint, represented the south face of the
Profile, and Set 6 represented the north face of the Profile’s
rock mass. Selective breakage along these last three sets
(4–6) was responsible for the distinctly triangular shape of
the chin and upper lip blocks (Figure 4) which, as will be
discussed later, were critical to the support mechanism of
the Profile. Set 7, which was not directly part of the Profile,

Figure 1. Old Man of the Mountains from Profile Lake, Franconia

Notch. Viewpoint about 600 m (2,000 ft) north and 550 m (1,800 ft)

below (photo by author, 1976).

Figure 2. Diagram of Profile’s component block combinations.

Table 1. Dimensional information rock mass of the actual Profile.

Height 13.7 m 6 45 ft

Width 9.1 m 6 30 ft

Thickness 19.8 m 6 65 ft

Volume 2,470 m3 6 87,200 ft3

Weight (mass)* 6,530 tonnes 6 7,200 tons

*25.9 kN/m3 ¼ 165 lbs/ft3.
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included (and still includes) a narrow fault-bounded shear
zone that represented the structural geologic reason the
Profile was allowed to develop on the cliff.

The significance of Set 7 in the formation of the Profile
was most interesting (Figures 3 and 5). The faulted shear
zone at the junction of the south face of the Profile and
the cliff face and a similarly oriented zone about 15 m (50
ft) to the south (Figure 6) are major structural features in

the rock mass of the cliff. Shearing movement within Set
7 appears to have been a combination of linear and
twisting displacements that resulted in a net rotation that,
as can be seen in Figures 3 and 5, changed the orientation
of the sub-vertical face-making joints north and south of
the Profile from N20E to N35E (Sets 2 and 3).

This changewas fortunate for the Profile’s development
because the resulting sub-horizontal dip of joint Set 1 was

Table 2. Chronology of human involvement and geotechnical activities on the Old Man of the Mountains.

Date People and Events

1805 First recorded sighting by surveyors scouting road locations in Franconia Notch.

1828 Gen. Martin Field publishes first widely distributed article on the remarkable Profile and its sublime implications.

61840 Nathaniel Hawthorne publishes his famous short story, ‘‘The Great Stone Face.’’
1853 The elegant Profile House is built near the present location of the Cannon Mountain Tramway. Its owner caters to patrons

seeking inspiration from the Profile, and he declares its preservation to be vitally important.

1872 The Appalachian Mountain Club and a Boston newspaper of the day collaborate on a comprehensive article about the

Old Man, including its apparently delicate structure.

1906 Rev. Guy Roberts of Whitefield begins a one-man, 10-year campaign to convince the local town fathers (the Notch

belonged to the Town of Franconia then) to take some measures to secure and preserve the Profile.

1915 Rev. Roberts arranges a field meeting on the Profile with E. H. Geddes, an expert granite quarryman from Quincy, MA,

and several local officials. Geddes agrees to furnish his expertise to ‘‘secure the rock mass’’ to preserve it; the local

officials approve, but work is funded independently by Roberts and Geddes.

1916 The first short, 25-mm (1-in.) tie rods are installed with hand-drilling techniques by Geddes on top of the forehead slab

to prevent its pieces from sliding or rolling off and upsetting the ‘‘center-of-gravity relationships’’ (all these devices

remained in place until the collapse in 2003).

1928 Franconia Notch State Park is established by the New Hampshire Legislature.

1937 Geddes revisits the profile to check his earlier work. He decides to install several additional tie rods, seal over several

cracks where water seeps between the slabs, and add several poured-in-place cement blocks to provide baselines

for detection of incipient movement between the slabs.

1945 New Hampshire Legislature makes the Old Man of the Mountains the official state emblem.

1954 State Geologist Ralph Meyers, Prof. Donald Chapman (UNH), and Director of New Hampshire Parks Austin Macauley

make an official visit for the Legislature and report the Profile is very unstable, in spite of the good work done on top

of the forehead slab. They recommend detailed study of the blocks beneath to determine the Profile’s true state of

stability, its security, and thus its longevity.

1958 After much discussion (stimulated by fear the Profile might be so delicate that doing anything might knock it down) a

series of long, 76-mm (3-in.) turnbuckles are installed, this time with mechanical drilling equipment, between the two

largest pieces of the forehead slab to keep the front portion, with its perched crest block, from sliding off the profile.

Strain gauges are mounted on the turnbuckles to begin the first geotechnical monitoring on the Profile, but no

reinforcement investigation or related work is undertaken on the critical blocks beneath, despite the 1954 report.

Neils Neilsen and his staff at the Bridge Maintenance Div., NHDOT, begin their annual inspection and maintenance

program that continued each year until the summer of 2002.

1965 General reconnaissance and natural-background seismic investigations of the Profile are made by NHDOT consultants

and the U.S. Geological Survey, respectively, for I-93 planning. They find wind to be a frequent source of substantial

vibration (particle velocities up to 12 cm/second or 5 in./second) but conclude construction can proceed beneath the

Profile, ‘‘if carried out very carefully,’’ with blasting vibrations kept as far as possible below these ambient natural levels.

1975 Dr. Richard Schile, Thayer School of Engineering–Dartmouth College, and his students undertake the first field

reconnaissance of the blocks beneath the forehead. This work is hampered by the inability to obtain accurately

reproducible dimensions on the blocks comprising the rock mass while suspended from climbing ropes, and their

mechanical calculations are not completed.

1976 Roger Martin and Brian Fowler (then civil engineer and engineering geologist, respectively, for the NHDOT) solve many

of these rock-climbing problems and, with photogrammetric help through the I-93 EIS, finish the field work started by the

Schile team and complete the first rudimentary structural–mechanical analysis of the Profile’s support mechanism and

state of stability. The study suggests construction can take place beneath the Profile if vibration reaching the rock mass is

restricted by careful blasting design to the smallest fraction possible of the ambient natural levels observed in 1965.

1980 Franconia Area Heritage Council publishes Saving the Great Stone Face, reviewing the history of efforts to preserve the

Profile to that time (Hancock, 1980).

1982 Results of the 1976 study are published (Fowler, 1982).

1985–1986 Construction of the I-93 Parkway in the Notch and beneath the Profile is undertaken and completed with no damage

observed and no blasting vibration of more than 5% of ambient natural levels recorded at the Profile’s rock mass.

2003 Profile collapses May 3.
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Figure 3. Profile’s rock mass from about 30 m (100 ft) overhead (top) and overlay view showing important structural geologic and man-made features

(photos by D. Hamilton, 1976).
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then rotated slightly into the plane of the cliff north of this
zone instead of nearly parallel to the plane of the cliff south
of the zone. If this reorientation had not occurred, the dip
direction of joint Set 1 would have been sufficiently
parallel to the cliff face so the Profile’s rock mass would
have fallen away long before the Profile could have formed
as the combined cliff-forming processes of weathering and
freeze–thaw cycling proceeded.

At the time of this reconnaissance in 1976, before today’s
easy availability of desk-top kinematic analysis and finite-
element software, this formation hypothesis was found to
be well supported using a simple structural analysis that
estimated the optimum strength-mobilization direction in
the bulk rock mass. The technique (since replaced by more
modern methods) is a derivative of the still-useful friction-
circle concept as described by Goodman (1976). It is illus-
trated in Figure 5, where circles have been drawn around
the main pole to the average plane of each structural-feature
set. The radii of these circles are equal to the estimated angle
of internal friction for the granite comprising the profile
(35 degrees). According to the technique, the shared area
common to the greatest number of circles represents the
orientation at which the greatest strength is developed
within the composite rock-mass configuration. In the case
of the Profile, this direction was N23E, 45NW.

Thus, because the most important joints (Set 1) dipped
back into the cliff in the general direction of this optimum
strength-mobilization orientation and because the com-
posite rock mass had not collapsed, it appeared likely its
bulk center of gravity was located somewhere just behind
the junction of the lower cliff and the Profile with its point

of bearing likely located beneath the supported portion of
the chin, as illustrated in Figure 7. Thus, the Profile’s
composite rock mass was precariously cantilevered in
position by its own dead weight. The security of this
mechanism was, however, clearly delicate because of the
very precariously cantilevered configuration of Blocks 4

Figure 4. Profile’s rock mass from about 25 m (82 ft) directly beneath (photo by author, 1976). Note location of the cavern and the fracture in its roof

that separates the roughly triangular-shaped and delicately cantilevered chin and upper lip blocks from the rest of the rock mass.

Figure 5. Pole diagram of structural features (lower hemisphere). Set 1,

sub-horizontal joints through Profile’s blocks. Sets 2–7: sub-vertical

joints defining the cliff face south of the Profile (2), the cliff face north

of the Profile (3), the cut-off joint east of Blocks 2–5 (4), the south face

of the Profile (5), the north face of the Profile (6), and the shear zone

south of the Profile’s rock mass (7).

Old Man of the Mountains

Environmental & Engineering Geoscience, Vol. XI, No. 1, February 2005, pp. 17–27 21



and 5, and itwas clear that only aminor redistribution of the
stresses developed by the configuration might precipitate
the collapse of the rock mass. With this in mind, three
principal conclusions were drawn at the end of the recon-
naissance and basic analysis.

First, based on the dimensional and spatial data and the
rudimentary mechanical analysis, the cantilevering mech-
anism of the Profile’s in-place stability was postulated as
illustrated in Figure 7.

Second, from the analysis and field observations, the
intersections of the joints in the sub-vertical plane at
the rear of the Profile’s composite rock mass suggested the
likely rearward cut-off joints for Blocks 1–3 were located
sufficiently into the mountainside behind the center of
gravity of the composite rock mass so the relative stability

of their comparatively broad flat blocks was greater than
that of the more blocky, triangular, and extensively over-
hung Blocks 4 and 5 below. These two blocks instead were
cut off from the rest of the rock mass by the cavern and
fracture extension behind them (Figures 4, 6, and 7) and
thus appeared close to toppling collapse. If this were to
occur, given their direct involvement with the likely foun-
dation (point of bearing) of the composite rock mass, the
subsequent toppling of Blocks 1–3 would quickly follow
once their combined weight was unsupported from below.

Third, because the Profile had survived substantial
vibration during the earlier drilling and was currently
surviving significant ambient vibration from wind (Table
2: 1958 and 1965), it was concluded it could withstand
construction blasting from below, as long as related
vibration reaching the rock mass was restricted to the
smallest technically possible fraction of the previously
observed ambient natural vibrations.

Construction Blasting and Progressive Natural Changes
in the Rock Mass

Ten years later in 1985–1986, following a lengthy
process of decision-making, a two-lane parkway section of
I-93was constructed through FranconiaNotch and beneath
the Profile. The author (then a consultant) was retained by

Table 3. Average orientation of structural feature sets of the Old
Man of the Mountains.

Set Strike Dip

1 N25W 23NE

2 N20E 75SE

3 N35E 80SE

4 S65W 73SE

5 N60W 60SW

6 N25E Vertical

7 N20W 85NE

Figure 6. Profile’s rock mass on the right (north) and adjacent rock mass on the left (south) showing location and influence of the two parallel Set 7

structures on block breakage patterns on the cliff (photo by S. Young, 1958).
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the contractor responsible for the construction immediately
beneath the Profile, to review the design of each blast
before detonation to ensure minimal blasting-related vi-
bration reached the Profile or its immediate vicinity, as

specified by the earlier reconnaissance and the NHDOT
contract. The work included field installation and mainte-
nance of a sensitive, continuously recording seismograph
on the cliff just beneath and between theProfile’s rockmass

Figure 7. Estimated structural–mechanical relationships immediately beneath the chin.
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and the blasting below. The purpose of this installationwas
to record all types of vibration that reached the rock mass
during the entire construction period and to determine if
this specification was continually met.

During the monitoring, each of the blasts detonated was
detected by the sensitive instrument. Each detection
recorded was just above the detection limit of the instru-
ment (0.25 cm/second; 0.10 in./second). This demon-
strated that no blast created a vibration at or near the Profile
that was observed to cause damage or that approached 5%
of the ambient natural vibration the Profile was otherwise
enduring during the construction period (see below). In
addition, and because blasting on earlier projects located
further away and to the south of the Profile had been
designed to meet the same requirement, the monitoring
showed that none of the blasting along the corridor could
have created potentially damaging vibration at or near the
Profile’s rock mass.

The continuous monitoring did detect other types of
ambient natural vibrations with readings ranging from 7.1
to 13 cm/second (2.8–5.0 in./second), more than an order
of magnitude greater than any related to the construction.
The distinctive signatures of these non-construction
vibrations were easily identified on the dated and timed
records by their non-blast-time occurrence and their
substantial difference in intensity and frequency from
vibrations typical of blasting. Back checking and obser-
vations during instrument maintenance confirmed, as
previously observed (Table 2: 1965), that these substantial
vibrations resulted from wind gusts, thunderstorms, and
aircraft over-flights. These observations showed that the
Profile was simultaneously subjected to natural dynamic
stresses significantly larger and more potentially damag-
ing than those related to the construction.

Also during the maintenance visits, many incipient
changes in the condition of the surfaces and fractures in
the rock mass near the base of the chin were noted by
comparing photographs with those from the earlier recon-
naissance. These observations showed natural kaoliniza-
tion decomposition was steadily deteriorating the granite
and vigorous freeze–thaw cycling was quarrying off small
blocks from nearby parts of the cliff. Speculation centered
then and since (Fowler, 1997; Davis and Fowler, 1998) on
how long these natural processes could continue before the
Profile’s stability was compromised. It was simply noted
that these processes were those that formed the Profile, that
they were for the most part uncontrollable by any then-
feasible means on the lower portions of the rock mass, and
that theywould thus continue into the indefinite future with
a generally detrimental impact on the security of the Profile.

Mechanics of Collapse

Eighteen years later, the Profile collapsed on May 3,
2003. Analysis of the mechanism and cause began

immediately by careful comparison of photographs. The
best of these comparisons are presented in Figure 8.
These views, before and after collapse, respectively,
permit fairly precise determination of what portions of the
rock mass collapsed. The blocks marked A through D in
both photographs show clearly that the chin and upper lip
block combination fell away from the joints separating
them from blocks A and B, and the failure line on Figure
8 shows the approximate back line of the blocks and
portions of the rest of the blocks that collapsed. All
portions of the original composite rock mass collapsed
except for the rear portion of the forehead slab.

Figure 9 is a view of the top of the residual rock mass
showing the un-collapsed rear portion of the forehead
slab, into which the large stapled turnbuckles had been
installed (Table 2: 1958) along with the residual rock
mass below. The backward-curled pattern of deformation
of the forward staples that were stripped out of the front
portion of the forehead as it moved away indicates the
rock mass toppled forward rather than sliding downward.
Had sliding occurred, these staples would have been
curled in the opposite direction and the line of breakage
behind the Profile would not have been left as cleanly
defined.

The toppling failure mechanism is also documented by
the significant accumulations of weathered granite grus
visible on the residual ledges below the residual forehead
slab. These volumes of grus, formed by kaolinization
weathering of the granite between joint surfaces within
the rock mass before its collapse, are surprising given the
extensive surficial efforts over the years to prevent such
weathering by rain, meltwater, and wind-driven cloud
water (Table 2: 1958). Had a sliding failure occurred,
these loosely granular accumulations of grus would have
been swept away with the collapse.

The mechanism and sequence of the collapse can be
reliably conceptualized by referring back to Figure 7,
a sketch of the Profile’s pre-collapse rock mass viewed
from the north. Based on all that was known of its pre-
collapse structure and the particular stability of its various
parts, it appears the collapse likely occurred in two nearly
simultaneous stages.

As described earlier, much of the roughly triangular
chin and upper lip block combination overhung the cliff
below and was held in position by the weight of the three
blocks above cantilevering the rearward triangular point of
their combined mass onto the cliff at a point of bearing in
the narrow granite bench below, located just in front of
the cavern (Figure 7). Based on the surficial deterioration
observations of 1985–1986, the extent of internal de-
terioration revealed by the collapse, and the fact that only
incipient construction-related vibration reached the rock
mass during I-93 construction, it appears that the naturally
progressive processes of kaolinization decomposition
and vigorous freeze–thaw degradation reduced the intact
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strength of the granite in the narrow bench and gradually
weakened it sufficiently so it could no longer remain
intact. When this foundation suddenly disintegrated, the
chin was no longer supported and toppled forward and
downward, taking the upper lip and the rest of the rock
mass above with it as the blocks broke off along the joints
bounding them to the rear (Figure 7, fracture extension).

CONCLUSIONS

In the wake of the Profile’s collapse, it is evident that
the results of the rudimentary stability analysis of the
mid-1970s turned out to be essentially correct. Its
suggestions that the Profile’s mechanism and circum-
stances of stability were delicate, that the chin and upper
lip held the key to its security, and that it might collapse
in a toppling failure all proved true. This validated most
of the assumptions, methods, and heuristics that had to be
used to complete the minimally funded work.

It is clear from the foregoing that the cause of the
Profile’s collapse was exclusively natural, there being no
evidence of any kind of human-induced deterioration of its
stability on the cliffside or of human influence in the
initiation of the collapse. In fact, the collapse makes clear
that many of the well-intentioned preservative activities
intended to prevent water entry into the rock mass and
to thus minimize weathering-based deterioration were
largely ineffective. The collapse, while unfortunate for us
in our time, is a normal consequence of the relentlessly
penetrative mass-wasting processes that have been oper-
ating on the cliff since the departure of the last glacial ice
from the Notch about 12,000 years ago (Thompson et al.,
1999). In short, the natural processes that formed the
Profile are the same as those that destroyed it.

Finally, the work of the last 28 years demonstrates that
sometimes poorly funded, and thus rudimentary, studies
like these can yield important results that should not
necessarily be discounted for their relative lack of rigor or

Figure 8. Profile’s rock mass before and after collapse, showing extent of toppling failure. Note forehead turnbuckles in both views (photo at left by J.

Cole, Associated Press, 2001; photo at right by Union Leader Corp., 2003).
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sophistication of method. As the collapse of the Profile
shows, those who were concerned that its constitution
might not be able to survive attempts to save it were right.
However, even if it could not be saved, at least these
rudimentary studies accurately documented how the
remarkably human feature formed, how it endured, and
how it finally expired, coming together now as a compel-
ling example of geology in action.
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